Society for the Dissemination of Historical Fact
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August 20, 2008

The President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

USA

Dear Mzr. President:

Recently, the U.S. Board on Geographic Names changed the country code of the island
group known variously as Liancourt Rocks, Takeshima and Dokdo from KS (South
Korea) to “undesignated sovereignty.” In the face of a subsequent, vehement protest and
intense pressure from the South Korean government, the U.S. government decided to

reverse the change.

At a press briefing held on July 30, 2008 by Dennis Wilder, Senior Director for Asian
Affairs at the National Security Council, Mr. Wilder stated that you had directed
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice to investigate this matter, and that “it was decided

after that review that the change in designation was not warranted at this time.”

At a later briefing (on July 31, 2008), Sean McCormack, a U.S. Assistant Secretary of
State, stated that that “decision was taken because ... in the course of this exercise, it
was detected that there were a number of anomalies and inaccuracies in the database.”

Without a doubt, the description of this group of islands (whose rightful name is
Takeshima) as of “undesignated sovereignty” is inaccurate. The designation should be
corrected to “Japan.” As stated in the attached document, Takeshima does not appear on
a Korean map drawn in 1899. In fact, until recent times, Koreans were not even aware
that the island group existed. After World War II, the Korean Ambassador to the U.S.
wrote to Secretary of State Dean Acheson, requesting that Takeshima be included on the
list of territories to be forfeited by Japan in the Treaty of Peace with Japan, signed in
San Francisco. Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs Dean Rusk denied
that request, in no uncertain terms, in his response dated August 9, 1951 (we enclose

both letters).



We hope that the U.S. government will not take any action that undermines the San
Francisco Treaty, which was concluded on the basis of a clearly stated govemnment
viewpoint. To do so would send the message to Japan, a friendly nation, and to the rest
of the international community, that the U.S. government cannot be counted on to be

consistent or to act in good faith.

In closing, we urge you, Mr. President, to instruct the U.S. Board on Geographic Names

to ensure that future reviews are informed by fairness and historical fact.

Very truly yours,

!
fo~e
KASE Hideaki, Chairman

Enclosures: Essay (“Takeshima Is Indisputably Japanese Territory™) and three

attachments

Attachment 1: Maps
Attachment 2:  Letter from You Chan Yang, ROK Ambassador to the

U.S., to Dean Acheson, U.S. Secretary of State
Attachment 3: Letter from Dean Rusk, U.S. Assistant Secretary of
State, to You Chan Yang, ROK Ambassador to the U.S.
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Attachment

TAKESHIMA IS INDISPUTABLY JAPANESE TERRITORY

Moteki Hiromichi, Secretary
Society for the Dissemination of Historical Fact

The ROK’s claim that the group of islands known as Takeshima is South Korean
territory can ultimately be traced to an historical work entitled History of the Three
Kingdoms of Korea, completed in 1145. That work states that Usando, a group of islands
adjacent to Ulleumgdo (Utsuryo in Japanese), belonged to the Korean Kingdom of Silla.
Later historical works contain descriptions that are essentially identical, i.e., that Usando
has been Korean territory since the 4th or 5th century AD. However, an old Korean map
(Map A in Attachment 1) shows Usando situated to the west of Ulleongdo. Takeshima,
on the other hand, lies 92 kilometers southeast of Ulleungdo. Therefore, Usando and
Takeshima cannot possibly be one and the same. Furthermore, Map A indicates that it is
possible to travel from Uljin to Ulleongdo and Usando in two days by ship. If Usando
were Takeshima, the 92-kilometer journey there would require an additional 24 hours,
for a total of three days.

Why, in the face of such blatantly obvious evidence, does the ROK insist that Takeshima
is Usando and, therefore, Korean territory? One reason may be that the names of small
islands in the vicinity of Ulleungdo have changed several times over the centuries. The
island group currently known as Takeshima was previously referred to as both
Matsushima and Liancourt Rocks. Additionally, there are small islands, including one
named Takeshima, near Ulleungdo (see Map C in Attachment 1). We assume that these
are the islands that came to be known as Usando, but they are located to the east of
Ulleungdo. Map A is inaccurate. According to Map B, which was drawn somewhat later,
Usando appears in approximately the same position as Takeshima in Map C (adjacent to
Ulleungdo), we can be virtually certain that Usando refers to that Takeshima.

Not once do islands 90 kilometers distant from Ulleungdo, i.e., present-day Takeshima,
appear on maps drawn during the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1987). Only small islands like
Ulleungdo and nearby Usando appear. This is not surprising, since even Ulleungdo was
off-limits during the Joseon Dynasty, a result of the Korean “empty-island” policy. The
Koreans were simply not interested in (or unaware of). islands beyond Ulleungdo. The
Tokugawa Shogunate gave the Oya and Murakawa families permission to sail to
Ulleungdo, where they engaged in fishing and sea lion hunting. What has confused
matters is the fact that the Japanese then referrgd to {Jlleungdo as Takeshima.
Nevertheless, Matsushima, which is on the route to the old Takeshima, is mentioned in
Oya and Murakawa records in the location currently occupied by present-day Takeshima.
Therefore, the confusion involves nomenclature, not territoriality.

Given these historical facts, there is absolutely no basis for the Korean claim. On
September 25, 1954, the Japanese government proposed submitting this dispute to the
International Court of Justice. But the Korean government, inexplicably, rejected the
proposal, which makes the ROK’s continued belligerent stance all the more
incomprehensible.



5. This dispute was resolved internationally more than 50 years ago: in 1951, Korea asked the
U.S. government to include Takeshima (called Dokdo by the Koreans) in the list of
territories to be forfeited by the Japanese. In a reply dated August 10, 1951, Assistant
Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs Dean Rusk, wrote the following:

As regards the island of Dokdo, otherwise known as Takeshima or Liancourt Rocks, this
normally uninhabited rock formation was according to our information never treated as part
of Korea and, since about 1905, has been under the jurisdiction of the Oki Islands Branch
Office of Shimane Prefecture of Japan. This island does not appear ever before to have been
claimed by Korea.

Attachments: (3)

1. Korean maps

2. Letter from You Chan Yang (ROK ambassador to the U.S.) to Dean Acheson (U.S.
Secretary of State)

3. Response to Yang from Dean Rusk (Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs)



<ATTACHMENT 1>

MAP A —Korean map of Gangwon-do (published in 1710)

Kyujanggak: Royal library of the Joseon Dynasty
maintained by Seoul National University

Maps source: Gerry Bevers; http//www.occidentalism.org/?p=319

The map contains a comment to the effect that
the journey from Ulleungdo and Usando to Uljin
takes two days by boat.
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MAP B—Korean map published in the 18th century

Maps source: Gerry Bevers; hitp:/fwww.occidentalism.org/7p=451

Here Usando has been positioned much more accurately.
This map also includes the comment about the Usando’s
being a two-day journey away from Uljin.

If Takeshima {(Matsushima or Dokdo)
had been included in the map,
it would be located here.
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However, it was not included in

Map A, nor in the Daehanjiji,

an atlas of Korea published in 1899.
(This area, more than 90 km away from
Ulleungdo, was apparently beyond
Korean’s interest or awareness.)
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MAP C— Current map of UHeungdo

SIRREAS l
“cﬂ%-% Kannondo

(@) Takeshima




<ATTACHMENT 2>

Letter from ROK Ambassador t

o the United States You Chan Yang
to United States Secretary of State Dean G. Acheson

¥ypur Txcalleney,

1 heye the henar to prszsnt to Your fzcellency, ai the
inetructisn of my dovernment, the follewing requeais Tor the
conaideratlon of the Department of State with rzgzard to thz
recent revisad creft of the Jepenes? Yeace Tresty.

1. #y Oovernment regueavs thet ihe word@ *rensences
in Paragraph &, &srilcle Nomber 2, should be ranlapss by
JTennfirme that AT reppunced on Lugust 9, 1945, 21l rlght,

Yitle snd claim to ¥orgh AN Ihe 151pnds whiGn were palt of
Yores prior tp Ats spnexaflon by Jap=n, ineluding tlhe
1s3lznda auzlpzrt, Port Hemilton, TDzgalelh, Iokdo gnd Paracgds. "

2, A48 to Peragraph 2, artiels Number 4, in The propozed
Jepansse Feace Trigdy, BY Govermment wishes to polnt oot thal
ithe provisieon in ¥gragreph A, Article 4, dgew not slTect Lhe
legal translfer of vosied opropsttiss in Kores tn the Fepubllic
af Forsa threugh decislon by the Supreme Commander of ike
£114s3 Forces ln the Faclflc followkhg the dsfast of Jeoad
confdrmed thres years later in the feonemic and Finanelel
rgreemant betweoen Ins Sepubilc of Xcrae end thaz United Stutes
Hi1itery Government in Korea, of Beptepber 11, 1348,

=, ¥ith.relerence tn Artlels B, mY Apyernment wishes
to Lnaeri ih: fellowling at tne end al Articls 3 2T the
sropusad Feass ‘Treasty, »panding the conclusion of such
sgreamsnts eilsting rsaliiles such aa the HacArihur Line
+111 rvemgin in effeci.’

tlesss BCRERYL, fxgallency, the venewsd assurancks of
my :ighestb conosideration.

Yoy Chen IznE

soratary of State
taghington D €



<ATTACHMENT 3>

Letter to ROK Ambassador to the United States You Chan Yang

from United States Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs Dean Rusk

Exeellensyl

I have iha hensy 5 m.ak‘ncﬁladge’the recslpt of your netes <l
July 19 end tugest 2, 1951 presentdsg ssrialn requests for the sensl-
deratlsa of the Ooverzment of thy United 3tatsn with regerd io the
m@t traaly «f pezag w.i_t.h Japaz.

Hith reapest to the reguszt of the Esxesb Geverzment that Article
2{a) =f ;ha dreft b povized to provids ibat Japen Psenfirma {hat it
sensunsed on fugust 9, 1948, sll right, titls and eladm to Rorea axd
tha iszlends which were pers of Forea prise %o its anmati#n by Japan,
tagluilng the ielanda Gualpard, Port Hamilten, Degalet, Dokdo and
Farangds,? the Palted Statas Government regretie that it i3 unable to
gepcyr in this proposed smendment. Tha Ualted Stotes Govsrnment dozs
Bok feel that the Treaty chomld mdopi the itbeory that Japan'as acoepi-

prca of t50 Potxinm Declerstisa oo Augus{ 9, 1945 songtituted o forasl

Hia Exodllensy
De. Yeu Chen Yang,

bebengador of Keres,



or f3imezl remusciatioa &f soverelgaty by Japan over ibs arees dealt with

in the Deslarailon; Ls regerds the 1sland of Bokde, ctherwlese koown as

‘Tuls ey ‘or Blznamert Booka, this sormally gniehabited roek forsstlon

was accordisg to ouwr inforzaiion navar tironted as part of Eorese epd,

gince abotk 1905, beb baea under tha Jn—r:isdi&t.'ion of the Cki Islands

Bransy Offisg -of Shizane Prefesturs of Japan, The lsland dosa act ap~

vear efar before o rve Baed cleimed EY Korsa, It 1a underastcoed that

the Firean Boverzmastls requast that *FParangdo® be insdvded zmony the

jelasdd meacd in the trsaty as havidg besn rencuncad by Jepan nas bean
gl thdwevn,

g Talimd Statsp Govermeent agrode thxt ibe lerma of carngragh ()
of Areiele 4 of -the draft treaty zre Bu'bjun;r. ig pipunderstending snd ec-
cordingly peopasas, in ordar tc psel the wiew of tha Loreen c;vermm,
to fnrert st the beglaning of paragrath {2} the ;-.hnﬁe, ¥Zubjeot to the
provizions of rarsgraph {b) of this Artlela®; and then te add a De¥
paragreph {b) q.'?ading 53 followsi

(¥} *Japan rocognises ths Yerlidity of aispogitions of property

of Japan and Fapansse paticnals mde by or p:.raua.nt'to

direatives of United Biales Hilltary Governmsst in any of



the srear =sferred to im Ariloles 2ead 37,
Tk Eresent paragreph (5) of Artiele 4 becomes paregraph {c).

The Ocverzment of the United Stataﬁ regrets thet 1t is unablas
ta sedspt the Eovean Governmsnt's zrpendment to Articles 9 of the
dreft trezaty, In view of ths many natlenal intlerests involved,
asy ptiteapt to ipslvds in the trestly provislcas goveralng fishlng
im bigh mean ereas would 1ndpfinitaly deley ths treaty’s eonelu-
plon., It ia domired to puoini out, h:uwmmr, that $he sc—called
Mapehrthur lins mil) =tapd until the tré&t}' comsg iata Force, 2nd
tbat Kores, which obtaina he benefits of Artlcle 9, will tavs
-ths opporhenliy of negotlating a fisklng egreement with Japan pricr
%o that daia.

Fith respsat to the Lorean Governesnt's desire to obtaln tha
benefits of Artlals 15{a} of tha tresaty, thers rFould zasm to be no
nesapslly to oblige Jmpan to return ihe property of persons in
Jepan of EKorean originm since piah proparty was mot paqusatared or
ctharwise interfered with by the Japansss charn:;zuu't durizg the

gap. Im view of tha fget that zuch porsoha bad tho status ef



Jepernsse netlonalp 1t sould not saem appropriate thal they .
ohtaln compensation for damags 1O thelr property as & resull of

tscept, Bxsellensy, the rehased mugerances of xy bighest con-
Aderation,

For ths Baarelary of Stata:

Desn Rusk

FE:XA:HFRARRY (SR
et g, 1951,
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