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Chapter 3: Premodern Japan
- The Azuchi-Momoyama and Edo Periods
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Section 11 From warring states to national unification

Topic 311 The warring states daimyo
What were the distinguishing characteristics of the new style of government instituted by
the warring states daimy®

The emergence of the daimyo

The protectoidaimyo lost their positions of strength during and after the Onin War. Gekokujo
became widespread as more and more of the powerful retainers and village samurai toppled
protectordaimyo through force of arms and installed themselves as masters of their province
These new feudal lords are called tering states daimya®

*1=The major daimyo families included the Hojo clan of Sagami Province (moderday
Kanagawa Prefecture), the Asakura clan of Echizen Province (moderday Fukui
Prefecture), the Imagawa clan, whose power extended from Suruga Province (modeday
Shizuoka Prefectur) to Mikawa Province (moderrrday eastern Aichi Prefecture), the
Uesugi clan of Echigo Province (modenday Niigata Prefecture), the Takeda clan of Kai
Province (modernday Yamanashi Prefecture), and the Mori clanwhich wasbased in Aki
Province (modernday Hiroshima Prefecture)and extendedits influence across southern
Japan, including Shikokuand Kyushu.

Japan's farming villages had already been forming their own governing bodiesoaltet
asserting their autonomy since the time of\WWer of the Northern and Southern Courts, which
had loosened the grip of the shogunate and the protectors over rural communities. Some of
sohad been organizing ikki to achieve common ends. Undédealdership of local samurai,

they often succeeded in making their demands heard.

Nonetheless, theosoon came to desire stronger leaders who could mediate territorial dispute
or protect them from outside enemies. This power vacuum was filled throzigplearance of
the warring states daimyo.

These daimyo had the samurai within their domains pledge allegiance to them, amassed lar:
numbers of powerful retainers, and prepared for war with the other daimyo. Rebellion agains
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Kai was originally a protectedlaimyo, Uesugi Kenshin of Echigo had served as a deputy
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What distinguished the warring states daimyo from the earlier prowaimyo was that the
protectordaimyo ruled by virtue of the authority of the shogunate, whereas the warrieg stat
daimyo ruled solely on the basis of their competence to administer their own domains. There
a daimyo who proved incompetent might soon be abandoned by his own retainers and citize
and replaced with another leader.

In preparation for war, the wamg states daimyo built heavily fortified castles atop mountains c
hills and enclosed them with many defensive walls and a moat. They set up their residences
the flat ground at the base of the mountains and had their retainers and local businggsmen i
the vicinity. These communities, knowncaaestle towns served as the political, economic, and
cultural centers of the daimyo's domains.

Furthermore, to make their domains wealthier, the daimyo enthusiastically promoted agricult

by expanding farfiand and constructing largeeale water management projecihey also 5
devoted considerable energy to exploiting mihespporting business activity, and maintaining
transportation networks. In many cases, they promulgated their own legal codes yt#tbasst
“regulations” and now known a@®main laws to discipline their retainers or to protect and
control their subjects. As the daimyo tightened their grip on their domains, the shoen lost the
importance. Once consolidated in their own domains, tmeydesought to extend their

influence, sparking a brutal civil war known as Warring States period that was to last about
one hundred years.

*2=Some of the most welknown daimyo-led water management projects were Takeda
Shingen's Shingen Embankment, Bte Masamune's Teizan Canal, and Hojo Ujifusa's
Arakawa Dam. Such structures built by the daimyo can still be seen throughout Japan and
continue to serve their original purposes.

*3=Iwami Ginzan Silver Mine (in modern-day Shimane Prefecture) is a represdative
example. Discovered in the fourteenth century, it proved an extraordinarily rich source of
silver to be minted into silver coinage. During the Warring States period, it was fought
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over by the Ouchi clan, Amagcaclan, and finally the Mori clan. During the Edo period, the
Tokugawa shogunate appointed a commissioner to run the mine directly.

Topic31 Recap Challengé! Using approximately one hundred words, summarize the
differences between the protecttaimyo awl the warring states daimyo.

The Daimyo and the Domain Laws

Though the daimyo did rule over the people of their domains, the relationship was not sin
one of onesided coercion. That this is true can be seen clearly in certain clauses of the dc
laws.

For instance, the domain law of Kai Province that was promulgated by the daimyo Taked|
Shingenadopted the principle of equally punishing both parties of any quarrel, which was
longstanding practice in rural society. The daimyo used such traditional Japanese laws tc
disputes within their domains.

In addition, the domain law of Echizen Piase promulgated by the Asakura clan required th
"At least three times annually a capable and honest man shall be asked to tour the entire
and listen to the requests of the people, which shall be consulted as a basis for future pol
reforms'

The consent of the people was indispensable in the administration of a domain, and the ¢
daimyo were those who absorbed the people’s will and incorporated it into their policies.




| 141 In the Christian world of medieval Europe, the Catholic Chuethby the Pope in Rome

Topic 321 Europe'sglobal expansion

What led the peoples of Europe to begin to explore the workd
The Christian world and the Muslim world
wielded tremendous power. At the same time, Arab Muslims were embarking on a wave of ]

expansion and by the eighth century extended their control across the Mediterranean regionsg
Western Asia to the Iberian Peninsula. In medieval times, the natidms fuslim world were '

considerably more militarily, technologically, and culturally advanced than the Christian worl@:"

Despite this, Christian forces succeeded by thefift¢enth century in driving the Muslims
from the Iberian Peninsula, which was thiemsformed intdahe Christian nations of Spain and
Portugal.

At the start of the sixteenth century, GernpaiestMartin Luther and others criticizete
Catholic Church sorruption and founded a refoishmovementin that individuals seek God
directly through the Biblewithout relanceon the Church hierarchy. This was called the
Reformation and its supporters were called Protestaifise sudden rise of the Protestants
shocked the Catholic Churciwhichlaunched itsown internal reform movement. Ti@hurch
founded the Society of Jestimhose members were known as Jesuits, and made aggressive
efforts to proselytize overseas.

*1=The Church of Rome was called the Catholic Church, meaning "universal church”,
while the reformers were dubbed Protestantsneaning “those who protest”.

*2=The Society of Jesus, founded by Spaniard Ignatius of Loyola and six others, was one of
the Catholic Church's male religious orders. After receiving official recognition from the
Pope, the Jesuits set up a base in Gdagdia, and started missions across Asia.

The Age of Discovery

In the latefifteenth century, Spain and Portugal commenced national efforts to expand overst
Their desire to import goods from the East had been stymied by the naval might of Muslim
countries such as the Ottoman Empirghichheld sway over the Mediterranean Sea. In Europe
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at that time, spices like pepper were in high demand as seasoning for meat, and though the)‘112

could be bought from Arab merchants, they came at such a steep price dsms#igvthat a
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gram of gold could purchase only a gram of pepper. Spain and Portugal wanted new trade r
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to India where they could bypepper directly. {'4:,),,*5 N :2;;9’3
SV Bl - o P %
: Portugal attempted to find a sea route to India by sailing southwards along the west coast ofi o : va;w(,‘,h - %’w;‘fﬁju Eﬁ
1142 Africa. By contrast, Spain sent Itali@hristopher Columbus on a journey across the Atlantic o Q=S ] S S AT
Ocean as far west as he could go. Age of Discoverybegn, and bére long the Europeans i @gg}é;;ﬁﬁ@»a e |
were actively seeking to colonize Asia itself. o Ragent L . = = —
Spain and Portugal's plan to partition the world N e aeian
In 1492, Columbus arrived in the islands of the West Indies. Europe had "discovered" the - \\ 7 i _:f'<z:.§?'ﬁ 7(1423; _ 160 zﬁio/»g;:;mﬁ; | 186
Americas. Because Columbus was convincedhbdtad reached India, the indigenous peoples N e > P —> 3072 (1452~90) d:')l:h{i)bf)fﬁj{&ﬂljf;i@iﬁ
of North America continue to this day to be called "Indians". Two years ilate494,Portugal . M;;: ;C ;5:(:; - ;jw 7:;&1:;;0' e
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In 1498, Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama opened a new sea route to India by rounding

Cape of Good Hope on the southern tip of AfacatravelingalongAfrica's east coast north to L 2R . . ) 3—OvNAICED
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Topic32 Recap Challengé! Give two factors that motivated the peoples of Europe to advanc o WAGNSHIERRGON 1492, 0T AT Y K 1492 zggwxum
overseas during the Age of Discovery of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Ik BBk BISHE B HE LTz, T—mwSAICE IXRT-F -1 ().
New Sea Routes Opened by Europeans TRVADTRRITHS, WaTrry FLELaarry, [RZZAEE0REs
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1492 Columbus crosses ti#glantic Ocean on behalf of Spain and lands in the 15 RENZEDETXRTHRVEHIVEICEL, PEERTHRREI N F—BEER 1
Americas. BEDETNTANA VECRT 3 RO kT, Cha bl D PO ERAN
La3P< .
1498 Vasco da Gama of Portugal rounds the Cape of Good Hope in southern Af FYUTARMEN S, Fe . SNATS) /
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and reaches India.
1522 An expedition led byrerdinand Magellanf Spain sails past the southern tip ¢
South America into the Pacific Ocean, lands in the Philippines, and succes
circumnavigates the world.

1534 Founding of he Catholic Society of Jesus.
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| 145 Christian missionaries and the introduction of firearms

Topic 3371 The arrival of the Europeans
What impact did the European imports of firearms and Christianity have on Japanese
society?

In 1543 (Tenburi2), a Chinese junk sailing from Siam (modday Thailand) with Portuguese
merchants on board was struck by a storm and shipwrecked on the southern Japanese islar
Tanegashima (in modeway Kagoshima Prefecture). These were the first Europeanscto rea
the shores of Japan. The lord who controlled the island, a member of the Tanegashima clan
them a hefty sum in exchange for two firearms, which he ordered his swordsmiths to carefull
study.

In notime, Japanese swordsmiths were manufacturinig tven firearms in various parts of
Japan, such as Sakai (modday Osaka). The new weapons were highly sought after by the
daimyo, and Japan quickly rose to become the world's largest producer of firearms. The ado
of firearms by the daimyo dramatilyachanged battlefield tactics and served to hasten the
process of national unification.

In 1549, six years after the introduction of firearms, the Jesuit missionary Francis' Xavier
arrived in Kagoshima in Kyushu, Japan, and worked to convert the legplepto Christianity.
Later, more missionaries came to Japan alongside Portuguese merchants and proselytized
aggressively. Christianity spread rapidly, gaining an especially large number of converts in
western Japan. The missionaries won the hearts of deganese through their charitable deeds
such as the building of orphanages, and the daimyo prized the rare imports that Portuguese
merchants brought in their wake.

*1=Francis Xavier was one of the founders of the Society of Jesus. He was running a
mission in Malacca in the Malay Peninsula when he is said to have met a young Japanese
samurai named Yajiro. Surprised by his remarkable intellectual curiosity, Xavier acqired
an interest in Japan and became determined to do missionary work there.

The Southern Barbarian Trade
In the latesixteenth century, armed merchants from Spain also entered Asia. They conquere
the Philippines and made it their trade base. Referrad tioe Southern barbarians’, or
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andglassware to Japan, as well as Chinese products such as unprocessed silk and silk fabri’
What they wanted in exchange was silver. Japan was one of the world's largest producers o
silver, which they coined into currency used for trade with other AstonsaThis is known as

the Southern Barbarian Trade. Japanese people eventually also became active participants i : :

the Southern Barbarian Trade, doing business across Southeast Asia and forming permane! _
settlements there calldépantowns

The Christian daimyo i
Some of the daimyo of western Japan hoped to profit from the Southern Barbarian Trade by ’7

patronizing Christianity or even being baptized into the faith themselves. These were the
"Christian daimyo". The first daimyo to convert to Christianity wiaieeOmura clan of Kyushu,
who opened the port of Nagasaki to foreign trade and then donated it to the Society of Jesus
Nagasaki was a good pavhichrapidly developed into the center of the Southern Barbarian
Trade and of Christian evangelization in Jagawould later serve as Japan's only window to
the European world.

The Jesuits took advantage of the proteagimen bythe Christian daimyo to further their
efforts to disseminate their religion. They erected churches, which the Japanese caledlr'sout
barbarian temples”, in Nagasaki, Yamaguchi, Kyoto, and other cities.

In 1582 (Tensho 10), three Christian daimyo senfffriessho Embassyo Europewhich
comprisedof four Japanese boys acting as their envoys to the Pope. After enduringyetiree
journey, the boys finally arrived in Rome where they were warmly welceowitadan audience

by the Pope. The Tensho Embassy stimulated greater interest in Japan among the people o

Europe.

Topic33 Recap Challengé! List all the Chinese and European pratiJapan received
through the Southern Barbarian Trade as well as the main product Japan exported.
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Topic 341 Nobunaga and Hideyoshi's unification of Japan
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How did Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi unify Japa®

The rise of Oda Nobunaga
Even as foreign nations were capturing the attentions of the Japanese people, Japan itself

riven by fighting between the country's most powerful daimyo. The daimyo were locked in a -

competition to be the first to reach Kyoto and declared with the sugiibre Imperial Courthe
ruler of all Japan .

Among a large field of daimy@&@da Nobunagaof OwariProvince (modertay western Aichi

Prefecture) distinguished himself by exploiting innovative military tactics and his advantageor
geographical position close to Kyoto. In 1560 (Eiroku 3) at Okehazama, Oda Nobunaga crus?

the army of Imagawa Yoshimotd Suruga Province (modestay Shizuoka Prefecture). Soon
after, he arrived in Kyoto, installed Ashikaga Yoshiaki as shogun, and launched a series of
campaigns with the goal of uniting all Japan.

Nobunaga later came into conflict with Yoshiaki and, in 18&hsho 1), he expelled Yoshiaki
from Kyoto. This date marked the end of the -3@@r history of the Muromachi shogunate.

WhenEnryakuji Temple on Mount Hiealigned itself with other daimyo, Nobunaga set the
entire mountain ablaze, and he also subdiedebellious followers of th€rue Pure Landkko
school. These acts played a major role in breaking the influence of Buddhist groups over the
Japanese government.

In 1575 (Tensho 3), Nobunaga defeated Takeda Katsuyori of Kai Province (raagern
Yamanahi Prefecture), who was reputed to be Japan's most powerful daimyo, at the Battle ¢
Nagashino. Katsuyori's cavalry units were decimated by Nobunaga's gunners. The next yeal
Nobunaga constructeesh anmense fortress, Azuchi Castle, along the shore of Baka near
Kyoto. Though he clamped down on the interference of Buddhist groups in his government,
Nobunaga lauded the courage of Christian missionaries for braving the stormy seas to reacr
Japan.

Nobunaga adopted a policy dfée markets, free guild$ towards merchants and craftsmen
around Azuchi Castle. He guaranteed them free enterprise and abolistradeheheckpoints
that had become barriers to trade.
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In this manner, Nobunaga cleared the path to national unification by destroying Japan's
traditional political forces and social institutions. However, in 1582 (Tensho 10), Nobunaga w
betrayed by his retainer Akechi Mitsuhide. After clashing with Mitsuhide's rebels at filonno
Temple in Kyoto, Nobunaga committed suicide there. This is calleld déheo-ji Temple

Incident.

National unification under Toyotomi Hideyoshi

The man who inherited Oda Nobunaga's ambition and unified Japan was his senior retainer
Hashiba Hideyoshi, later known under the nam&ayfotomi Hideyoshi. Hideyoshi was facing
off against the army of the Mori clan at Takamatsu Castle in Bicchu (matigr®©kayama
Prefecture) when he learned of what had transpired at Hofiemple. He immediately made
peace with the Mori clan and pulled his army back to Kyoto where he defeated Akechi
Mitsuhide at Tennozan.

In 1583 (Tensho 11), Hideyoshi demonstrated his commitment to ruling over a united Japan
commencing construction of the spectacular Osaka Castle, which was modeled on Nobunag
Azuchi Castle.

In 1585 (Tenshd3), the Imperial Court appointed Hideyoshi chancellor, and the next year it
bestowed him with the surname of Toyotomi, which means "bountiful minister". In the
Emperor's name, Hideyoshi issued the Peace Edict, ordering all the daimyo to lay down thei
ams and pledge loyalty to him. He subjugated the remaining independent dairyyp ame

and, by 1590 (Tensho 18), there was no one left to oppose hiooafiidt finally ended.
Hideyoshi had completed the unification of Japan. The following year, Hideyaskferred the
chancellery to his adopted son Hidetsugu and betaik® the title of a retired chancellor who
has passed his post to his son.

Topic34 Recap Challengé! Give two major reforms implemented by Oda Nobunaga.
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Topic 351 Hideyoshi's government and the Japanese invasions of Korea
What were the distinguishing characteristics of Hideyoshi's governmefit
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The Taiko Land Surveys and the Sword Hunt i & RS £ /) ;é By é B
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| 147 Starting in the year 1582 (Tensho 10), Hideyastired the daimyo to undertake accurate R R ERESR ;rfa 5 f o
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evaluations of the rice yield of their domains and to prepare land registries with the grade of EST YRR g 33 Ty nD g
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each plot of land and the income they derived frohThis is known as th&aiko Land z B B 2.0 R 2 _59&: 2 g Zer b
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Survey. The survey dealt aontal blow to the shoen system by stripping shoen holders, i E 22 2 ’é‘% ez B2 : = E e
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including court nobles, of their right to own land. On the other hand, it did guarantee the righ i IR .1/ S : g g A2 % x4 < % %; B 2
of farmers to private land ownership, provided that they paid land tax to the daimyo in charge  #Ecipnessr. @K - KiasiE 538k B3 2 R SRES .52
the domain “gp 2R REZglel

*1=Farmland was classified as high grade, medium grade, low grade, or bottom grade. The
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income derived from farmland, calledkokudakain Japanese, was calculated through @ e 131582 (*‘JR‘BR ENDLHBKR
multiplying the total area of the land, measured irtan of about 1,000 square meters, by the HFEDHEGEE Bic UTRDIMRZ R
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rice yield expected of the land's grade. =13 Eda o =3
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In 1588 (Tensho 16), Hideyoshi issued 8word Hunt Ordinance, demanding that all farmers BEEB>TLEDRESS
and temples be disarmed of their weapons, including swords, bows, spears, and.firearm Do
Farmers were to preserve the stability of the nation and future generations by devoting their
to agriculture, whereas the role of the samurai was to protect the domain and nation and B cuosgs TE &

Th if Th o

maintain public security. This principle was calk&paration d farmer and samurai. B, TH, T/zﬁmt—cazbb
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The prohibition of Christianity H1-D OKOIRTE B IcEHE
Hideyoshi defended Christianity until 1587 (Tensho 15), when he abruptly issued the Priest 775U/
Expulsion Ordinanceand switched to an ar@hristian policy. Still, Hideyoshi valued the
profitable trade wth the "southern barbarian" merchants and reaffirmed their right to enter
Japanese ports, so the abtiristian policy was inconsistently enforced and the expulsion of the B /TrLreEFUab#o

. . : : Qo . " . HROZE, MEREE BV,
priests was never realized. Because Hideyoshi never prohibited ordinary citizensdwticing AL LD €L GHAE)

Christianity, the number of Christians in Japan continued to increase. (CEIRY 2o

*2=In Japanese, this ordinance was called thigateren tsuihourei The word baterenmeant
"priest” and derived from the Portuguese word "Padre” meaning "Father". 118
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However Spanish missionaries based in the Philippines were said to be planning to conquer

China and Japan and impose Christianity by force of arms, as they did in South America anc 0T 5L
thern Asi s : : ST FHEETTUNR24H ;
southern Asia. sl Sl SRt Bl PAN !
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1148 Excerpts from the Sword Hunt Ordinance JE R i iy B |
27 AP0k Al g9 % PEORAEREE
e gamE A EL, BFORRBE
" : : : : BE - woaded oL Ny e =
-Peasants in all partd Japan are strictly forbidden from owning swords, daggers, bows, Fe pM U EEEL tE3Y 8 fEEdcrIuN2
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spears, firearms, or any other type of weapon. If the peasants were allowed to own unne I =R § LI BEd % e
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weaponry, they would withhold taxes, plot rebellions without provocation, and behave tE pRiZ TH@A:E & 198 St s
_ _ _ _ _ o e e aRDd § HoroT, ERE
disrespetfully towards samurai retainers who have been given land by the daimyo. Such ¢ b e s R T BRI T
. . . . . . S & D G Ui, 2
shall naturally be punished, as they will result in the wet and dry fields going uncultivated
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the land being rendered useless. Therefore, the daimyo, retainers,|disdsball collect all the T L BRI ER U o T e (
aforementioned weapons and put them in government custody." —BE0R Y
SE SE L7 ] ‘ %

"-The swords, daggers, and other weaponry collected will not be wasted. Rather, they wil it rEmLcERL. | 2
turned into nails and bolts for the great Buddha statue of-fjHdEmplethat is being e Fi’(%ii’k’é‘ LS ks e ~ 3
constructed in Kyoto. This ordinance is therefore a boon to the peasantry not only in their 1592 (FBr0) 4. FEd 1575 0 7% di ?J.?
current lives, but in the next life as well." s Icko7- (BAEEEE). IR Lo/ T B & §
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"-If the peasants carry only their agricultural tools and devote themselves fully to farming, WO BUEDY L) % ek L\ | e
will be able to ensure both their own livelihoods and those of their descendents. This is tt FCHEAT, LU, SIIIOBREAD 20105

cornerstone of national peace and human happiness.”
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The Japanese invasions of Korea
Once he had unified Japan, Hideyoshi developed the grandiose ambitiooéing Ming
China, transferring his capital city there, and even extending his dominion to faraway India.

In 1592 (Bunroku 1), Hideyoshi launched thepanese invasions of Kore&y sending a grand U7e. E75. COMEICH 7 P & By 2550 U 7= o

army of 150,000 soldiers into the Korean Peninsula. ydiskei's forces, commanded by such ‘@Lci@%u\f;c

capable generals as Kato Kiyomasa and Konishi Yukinaga, quickly captured the Korean cap C DL X2 MIRBE R IC R L. JUNE I L7y E %}7@%2

of Hansong (moderday Seoul) and advanced deep into northern Korea. However, Japan's WS % T L b o fe, 'ffé’;;fffiizm ii
military position was complicated by theigal of enemy reinforcements from Ming China and SHBFTHES.

the effective naval tactics of Korean Admiral Yi Ssin. Consequently, Japan entered peace 119 T

negotiations with Ming China and withdrew its army from Korea. The Japanese called this fir
conflict the Bunroku/Var.
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In 1597 (Keicho 2), negotiations with China broke down, and Hideytegtioyed another army

to Korea, this one about 140,66&n strong. This time, Japanese forces were counterattacke

by the Chinese and never managed to advance beyond the southern half of the Korean Pe
The following year, Hideyoshi died and Japathdrew its army from Korea. The Japanese
called this second conflict the Keicho War.

*3=0ver the course of the Japanese invasions of Korea, many Korean potters were taken
to Japan. Pottery techniques transmitted to Japan by Koreans include the Satsunmaare of
Sim Sugwan, the Arita ware of Yi Samp'yong, and the Hagi ware of Yi Jakkwang.

The Japanese invasions devastated the people and land of Korea, and they also undermin
Toyotomi clan which had squandered massive human and financial resauthescampaigns.

nations to be taught here."
d
ninGhAstian priests have been approaching people in the provinces, converting them, and
them to destroy shrines and tengplehis is a crime unlike any this country has seen before.

"-Christian priests shall not be permitted to live in Japan and shall be given twenty days t
prepare themselves to return to their home countries."

"-Because the circumstances surrounding treelelifferent, Portuguese and Spanish ships a
still free to come to Japan to buy and sell goods."

ed the

"-Those who do not interfere with Buddhism, whether merchants or otherwise, are free to
and go from the Christian nations."

The daimyo Tokugawa leyasu had supported the invasions of Korea. Though he had readied his

army in Kyushu for departure to Korea, he ultimately never left Japan.

Topic35Recap Challengé! Give three major policies that Toyotomi Hidelyogromoted while
serving as chancellor in order to unify Japan.

Hideyoshi and King Philip |l

At the same time that Hideyoshi was unifying Jagpang Philip 1l had scored a major triumph
over the Muslim powers of Europe and reached the height pblusr. Spanish missionaries
working in Asia sent him a lettemdvising that he conquer China and stressing the importan
control over the Japanese Isles.

However,Philip Il died in 1598, the same year as Hideyoshi,@ads forwar were never
implemented.

Excerpts from the Priest Expulsion Ordinance

ThePriest Expulsion Ordinancannounced in 1587, warned of the influence of Christian
missionaries. In fact, the ordinance was never implemented.

"-Because Japan is the land of the gods, we cannot allow the evil religion of the Christian




JAPAN AS SEEN THROUGH FOREIGN EYES
How Missionaries Saw the Japanese People

An "outstanding" people with "fine dispositions"

| 15(

In the sixteenth century, Christian missionaries who came to Japan were surprised to disf
proud and civilized peopleving on islands off the coast of East Asia. They were especially
impressed by the absence of theft and high literacy even among Japan's lower classes.

Father Francis Xavier wrote the following in a letter that he sent to a church in Goa, India

"Of all the peoples | have encountered, the Japanese people are the most outstanding. A
heathen peoples, | believe that none are greater than the Japanese. The Japanese peop|
have fine dispositions. They bear no evil thoughts and are veryapteds t o keep
Most of them are poor, but none among them, neither the samurai nor the commoners, si
poverty as a disgrace."

Prosperity and sophistication exceeding that of Europe

Head Missionary Cosmae Torres stated that the Japanese led prosperous andffieiént
lives:

"The prosperity of this country exceeds that of Spain, France, or Italy. Everything that the
Christian nations have, so too do the Japanese have. | could not recount adlathejuaglities
without running short of ink and paper."

The more that Father Organtino learned of the Japanese people, the higher an opinion he
them:

"We Europeans see ourselves as a sophisticated people, but compared to the Japanese,
that we are utter barbarians. Indeed, | must confess that | learn new things from them eve
There may be no other people in the world with so much innate talent."

The differences between Japanese and European culture

Still, not all the missionariespoke well of the Japanese people. Head Missionary Francisc(
Cabral was a narrowminded man who refused to ordain Japanese men into the priesthood

teach them Latin. He made the following callous remark:
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"The Japanese converts in our order lead cotiperand obedient lives only because they ha
no other means of survival."

However, Alessandro Valignano, a Jesuit Visitor from eastern India, removed Cabral for |
views prejudicial to the propagation of Christianity in Japan. According to Valignan

"The Japanese are neither ignorant nor apathetic enough to kowtow to foreign dominatiol
have no option but to entrust the leadership of our churches in Japan to Japanese peoplg

Father Luis Frois, author of the bodke History of Japardescribed a long list of stark culturi
contrasts between Japan and the West, expressing particular confusion over the fact that
"Japanese people can cut off the head of a criminal without a second thought, but are asi
that we kill animals."

For the missionaries, Japan was truly a mysterious country.

| WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT...
Why Hideyoshi Expelled the Missionaries

Takayama Ukon's refusal to convert

Japan was a polytheistic country since antiquity and was open to new religions from forei
lands. Thanks to the pi©hristian stances of Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi, Jap4
profited greatly from the flourishing trade with Christian nations. In¢haé, why was it that
Hideyoshi promulgated theriest Expulsion Ordinan@e

It has been said that in June of 1587, on the night before Hideyoshi issued the ordinance
Buddhist priests who had accompanied him to Hakata complained to him about thedoncsc
of the missionaries and Christian daimyo. They brought to his attention that the missional
been instigating the Christian daimyo to forcibly convert their subjects, destroy the shrine]
temples within their domains, and banish the ShintbBuddhist priests.

Enraged to hear of this, Hideyoshi immediately dashed off a message to Takayama Ukor]
Christian daimyo in his encampment. The message read, "Either give up Christianity or g
your domain." Ukon replied, "l will stay true to nigith and agree to leave my domain", and

Hideyoshi promptly ordered him to be divested of his lands.
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The interrogation of Gaspar Coelho
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Around the same time, Hideyoshi sent an emissary to speak to the missionary Gaspar C
who had come from Hirado meet him.

Hideyoshi's emissary asked Coelho the following questions: (1.) Why do you force Japan
people to convert to Christianity? (2.) Why do you destroy shrines and temples? (3.) Why
you eat the meat of horses and cattle? (4.) Why do thedeede buy so many Japanese slayv
and take them overseas? Hideyoshi was not persuaded by Coelho's answers. He gathers
daimyo closest to him and announced that he was reversing his policy of protecting Chris
emphatically declaring that, "The&achings of the missionaries are those of the devil and wi
the death of all that's good in Japan!" Hideyoshi tiremv up and released tReiest Expulsion
Ordinance

The text of the ordinance was put up on official notice boards throughout theycdune
ordinance was primarily intended to remove the Christian missionaries from Japan withot
prohibiting ordinary citizens from practicing any faith. Because of @uglho simply ordered
the Jesuit missionaries to stay where they were and go intg hid

The indiscretion o& Spanish captain

In 1596 (Keicho 1), the Spanish sl8pnFelipewas wrecked off the coast of Td8eovince. A
rumor spread that the ship's captain had threatened a Japanese official, telling him that t
Spanish would first bring in missionaries to convert the local people and then bring in an i
to conquer them. Fearing the growth of religious mydleat would resist central authority like
the ikko ikki had, Hideyoshi responded with a renewed crackdown on Christians, even mj
martyrs of many of them.




Topic361 Momoyama culture
What were the distinguishing characteristics of the Momoyama culture

The culture of the daimyo and wealthy merchants

1152 The ostentatious culture of this period was created by the daimyemérged triumphant from
the Warring States period and eager to flaunt their newly acquired power. It is known as the
AzuchMomoyama culture, or just Momoyama culture for short, from Nobunaga's Azuchi
Castle and Hideyoshi's Momoyama Castle (also calledifruslastle). Likewise, the era when
Nobunaga and Hideyoshi ruled Japan is referred to aszilnehi-Momoyama period.

The castles constructed by Nobunaga and Hideyoshi were characterized by their magnificent
keeps. The keep served as the headquarters aottawer of the castle, but it was also

intended to be a conspicuous symbol of the power of its owner. Nobunaga's Azuchi Castle used
so much gold leaf that it was reputed that every inch of the interior shone with gold. The
extravagant and vividly colorgahintings that decorated the gold leaf of its folding screens and
sliding paper doors were the work of the painters of the Kano school, incKairgEitoku.

They were also responsible for creating the wall paintings of Hideyoshi's Osaka Castle.

Sen noRikyu ! a tea master from Sakai, perfected the art of the tea ceremony. Rikyu turned his
back on the luxurious tastes of the time and instead develmd@dea that could be quietly

enjoyed in a small tea hut. The interiors of Rikyu's tea huts wereehtiilely of simple earthen

walls with an alcove displaying a bamboo flower vase. For tea cups, he favored Kyoto's
handmoldedrakuware. The tea ceremony founded by Rikyu helped to popularizestbie

aesthetic among the Japanese people. It was also theidguchiMomoyama period that the
Japanese art of flower arrangement, which arose during the Muromachi period, was perfected by
Ikenobo Senko I.

*1=Sen no Rikyu, born in Sakai to a wealthy merchant, served Nobunaga and Hideyoshi
and is regarded as theyreatest tea master of his era. Rikyu was a connoisseur of tea
utensils and the progenitor of the Sen family of tea masters. Rikyu trained many disciples,
but eventually came into conflict with Hideyoshi and was ordered to commit ritual suicide.



