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50JapaneseAcBdeLEZ2L'cs'RebzLttalof血e20ARZerL'caDHJ'stovl'aDS'Statemeni

Generallyspeaking,itisbetterthatgovernmentsdonotInterveneinthewTiting

ofhistorytextbooks.However,ifclear,factualmistakesarefoundintextbooks,andif

thosemistakeshaveextremelynegativeeffectsonthedignityofagivencountryandits

nationals,thenitisnaturalthatsuchacountry'sgovernmentrequestsrevisionsofthe

errors.WethinkMcGraw-Hill'stextbookisjustsuchacase.IntheirMarch17,2015

booklet"RequestingCorrectionsofFactualErrorsinMcGraw-HillTextbook,"19

Japanesehistoriansidentified8apparentfactualerrorswithin26linesinmerely2

paragraphsconcernlngtheissueoftheComfortWomen,andthenrequestedthatthe

textbook'Spublisher,McGraw-Hill,correcttheseerrors.IftheUSgovernmentwasin

thesamesituation,itpresumablywouldhavetakenissuewiththepublisherand

authorofsuchanerrorlladentextbook,inan incomparablyfiercermanner.

ThetitleoftheStatementofthe20AmericanHistorianspublishedinthe

March2015issueoftheAmeriCan HistoricalAssociation'S(AHA)magazine

PerspecdvesoDEl'stwyis"standingwithHistoriansofJapan".However,even

ProfessorYOSHn4IYoshiaki,whomt,he20AmericanHistoriansholdinhigh regardsin

theirStatement,couldidentifymultiplefactualerrorsintheMcGrawIHilltextbook,if

hewereaskedtodoso.Weareafraidthat,inpointoffact,the20AmeriCanhistorians

wouldneverbeabletofindasingleJapaneseacademicianwithwhomtheycouldstand.

ItwouldbeasiftheywerestandingwithJapaneseghosts.

Boththeaut,horoftheMcGrawIHilltextbookandtheauthorsandco-slgnerSOf

the20AmericanHistorians'StatementnevermentionedtheIWG(InteragencyWorking

Group)ReportofApri12007,whichstatedthattheycouldnotfindanydocumentationto

showthattheJapanesegovernment'Scommittedwarcrimeswithrespecttothe

ComfortWomenduringtheSecondWorldWar.Thisreportwastheresultofvery

thorough researchbytheUSNationalArchivesandRecordAdministration(NARA)A

NARAidentified142,000pagesofJapanese-relatedclassi丘eddocumentsheldbythe

OfT1CeOfStrategicServices(OSS),CtA,FBIandUSArmyCounterintelligenceCorps

(CIC)andothers,andthisresearchtasktook7yearsandcost30mi11iondollars･Ifthe

authoroftheMcGraw-Hilltextbookandthe20Am ericanhistoriansdidnotknowabout

theIWGReport,thentheyshouldbecensuredforperformlnganinadequatestudy;if
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theydidknowabouttheIWGReport,butignoredit,,thentheirimpartialityas

academiciansshouldbeseriouslyquestioned.

IntheMcGraw-Hilltextbook,therearephrasessuchas"thearmypresentedthe

womentothetroopsasagiftfromtheEmperor"and"Attheendofthewar,soldiers

massacredlargenumbersofcomfortwomentocoveruptheoperation."Theseaccounts

arecompletelywithoutsupportinghlStOricalevidence.Writersoffictionhavelicenseto

createalternatlVerealitiesusingtheirimaglnations,buthistorytextbookswrittenby

seriousscholarsshouldcontainnothingbutdemonstrabletruths.Furthermore,wehave

tosaythatthecredibilityoftheMcGrawIHllltextbookasawholeshouldbeseriously

questionedas8errorsoffactinonly26lines,mentionedearlier,OntheComfortWomen

werefoundinthetextbook.Givenhowmanymistakeswereinjustthesetwo

paragraphs,Onewouldseriouslywonderaboutthequalityoftheotherpartsofthe

textbookThisisaproblemthataffectstheprestigeofAmerican historiansasawhole.

AmericanhistoriansneedtomakeanefforttochecktheappropriatenessofAm erican

historytextbooksinAmerica,acrosstheboard,ratherthanpointfingersatthe

Japanesegovernmentwhenittriestocallattentiontotheseerrorsoffact.Theeffortsof

Americanhistorianswilldeterminewhetherornotrut,uregenerationsofAmericanswill

havethecorrecthistoricalview,whichwillbeextremelyimportantfortheUSaswellas

fortherestoftheworld.

*ThisisarebuttalbyJapaneseacademiesofthestatementby20Am ericanhistorians
publishedintheMarch2015issueofPezlSpectfvesonEl'stoD;themagazineofthe

AmericanHistoricalAssociation(AHA).
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THERATIONALEOFTIIEJAPANESEREBUTTAI,

ITOTakashi

ProfcssorEmeritus,tJmiversib,ofTokyo

MynameisITOTakashi;IamoneoftheinitiatorsoftheJapaneserebuttal･

"Standingwi血HistoriansofJapan,Mastatementslgnedby19Americanhistorians
(anothersignaturewasaddedlater,foratotalof20)publishedintheMarch2015issueof
PerspectivesonHistory,theMagazineoftheAm ericanHistoricalAssociation(AHA),
focusesonthecomfortwomenandthecontroversiessurroundingthem.Iwasappalled
whenIreadtheoffendingportionsoftheMcGrawIHillhistorytextbook(astranslatedby
ProfessorFUJIOKANobukatsu).Theseaccountshaveabsolutelynobasisinfact･Iamin
completeagreementwithProfessorHATAIknhikoandotherswhohavecensuredthe
textbookaccountsintheirbooklet"RequestingCoITeCtionofFactualErrorsinMcGraw-
HillTextbook"datedMarch17,2015.TodayIwouldliketoconsiderthestancetakenby
theAm ericanscholarsandeducatorswhoproduced"StandingwithHistoriansofJapan."
As Iseeit,thatstanceglVeSriSetofourseriousproblems,whichIshallproceedto
enumerate.

First,boththe"OpenLetterinSupportofHistoriansinJapan"datedMay5,2015(and
signedby187specialistsinJapanesestudies)andtheaforementioned"Standingwith
HistoriansofJapan"issuedinthebeginningOfMarchclaimsupportfor,orsolidarity
with,Japanesehistorians.TheirauthorsmayverywellbelievethatJapan'shistorians
haIもorthesameopmionsas血eydo.

HereIdetectapoliticalagenda.TheAm eriCanhistoriansmaintainthattheAbe
administrationisintentonsuppressingfreedomofspeechbothinJapanandabroad･
Therefore血eywishtocollaboratewithJapanesehistoriansinanefforttoputastopto
thatsuppression.ButistheAbeadministrationguiltyofanythingremotelyresembling
thesuppressionoffreespeech?Itseemstomethatthetruthistheexactopposite･Icall
yourattentiontothestatementdeliveredbyPrimeMinisterAbeonAugust14,the70th
anniversaryoftheendofWorldWarII.ItseemstomethatthecontentofMr･Abe's
speechwasquitedifferentfromwhatitwouldhavebeen,hadhenotbeencomeredbythe
newsmedia.

IhavealsonoticedthatthemajontyofhistorianSintheUStodayfavoraleRistideology･
ThistrendisparticularlyprominentamongspecialistsinJapanesestudies,Itsaddensme
toaddthatthequalityoftheresearchdonebythesespecialistsinJapanesestudiesisfar
inferiortothatproducedbyscholarsduringtheerawhenProfessorEdwinOIReischauer
wasactive.
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Whentheauthorsof"StandingwithHistorianヲofJapanHand"OpenLetterinSupportof
HistorianSinJapan"mention"Japanesehistonans,"towhomaretheyrefeming?Perhaps
theyenvisionacollaborationwithmembersofTheHistoricalScienceSocietyofJapan
andotherleRIWingJapanesehistorians.Perhapssuchhistoriansarethemainstreamnow,
butIknowofmanyhistorianswho,likemyself,donotsharetheiroplnions･Thereare
alsomanyscholarswho,thoughtheymayspecializeindisciplinesotherthanhistory,
haveoplnionsthatdifferfromthoseembracedbyTheHistoricalScienceSocietyofJapan
andassertivelyexpressthoseoplnions･Historiansarenottheonlyscholarsqualifiedto
express也eirviewsonhisto】γ.

Second,theauthorsof"StandingwithHistoriansofJapan"accusetheJapanese
govemmentofinterferenceandattemptsto"censorhistory"becauseitsrepresentatives
soughttocorrectgraveerrorsinAm ericanhistorytextbooks･Theiraccusationis
misplaced.TheJapanesegovemmentdoesnothavetheautllOritytocensorAmerican
historytextbooks.

Third,theAm eriCanS'refusaltoacknowledgetheirerroneousinterpretationsofhistorical
fact,eveninthefaceofindisputableevidence(nomatterhowmanytimestheirerrorsare

pointedouttothem)isdisgraceful･One.wondersiftheyreallyexaminedtheaccountsin
thosetextbooks.Theyrefusetoengagelnaconstructivedebate.Whenwepresent
evidence血atcontradicts也eirconclusions,也eyignoreit.TheirstancelS,needlesstosay,
unscientiflC,aSisthatofMcGrawIHillEducationinNewYorkinitsoutrightrefusalto
con℃cteITOrS.

Fourth,theseAm eriCanhistoriansdon'tseemtohavemuchinterestinprovidingfuture
generationsofAm ericanswithaproperhistoryeducation･Whenmultipleactualerrors
lnhistorytextbooksarepointedouttothem,insteadofattemptingtoanalyzeorverify
them,tlleyrailagainsttheJapanesegovemment･And血eycall也emselveseducatorsI

SomesaythatwecannotacqulreaClearpICtureOfanygiveneraOfhistoryatleastuntil
100yearshaveelapsed･Sinceweare70yearspasttheendofWorldWarII,itislikely
- no,itisalmostcertain一 也atnewevidencewillemergein血eyearstocome.
hcidentally,thisyearmarksthe101stanniversaryoftheoutbreakofWorldWarI,butwe
stilllackacoherenthistoricalevaluationofthatconflict.

ThesesameAm eriCanSarequicktocallusrevisionists･Butisn'titalwaysImportantfor
open一mindedscholarstobeopentorevisionswllen也eyareappropriate?TllOSeWhocry
"revisionism"areunscientifiC;theydonotbehavelikeintellectuals.Perhapsit'stimefor
ustoretumthefavorandlabelthemthe"bigotedoldguard."
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BACKGROUNDDJFORMATION

ThefolloTingisadescriptionoftheevents血atbroughtustotheculTentSituation,in
chronologicalorderJtallbeganonNovember3,2014wi也a丘ontl)agearticlein血e
SankeiShimbunaboutTraditionsandEncounters,ahighschoolhistorytextbookissued
by也eUSpublisherMcGraw-HillEducation･Thearticlerevealed也atpassagesin也e
textbookaboutthe"comfortwomen"containsignificantfactualerrors,

DuringthemonthofNovember,theMinistryofForeignAffairs(speci丘cally,the
RegionalPolicyDIVisionoftheAsianandOceanianAffairsBureau)instructedthe
JapaneseConsulateGeneralinNewYorktorequestthatmetextbookpublisher,
McGraw-HillEducation,correcttheerrors.TheministryalsoaskedtheConsulate
GeneralinHonolulutocontactHerbertZiegler,associateprofessorofhistoryatthe
UniversityofHawaiiatManoa,andtheauthoroftheoffendingpassages･

Thoseactionspromptedthepublicationof"StandingwithHistoriansofJapan"inearly
March2015inPe71SPeCtivesonHistory,anAHA(Am ericanHistoricalAssociation)
periodical.Signedby19Am eriCanhistorianS(anadditionalsignaturebroughtthetotalto
20),thestatementdenouncestheJapanesegovemm entforinterferingwiththecontentof
aUStextbook.

NineteenJapanesehistorians,ledbyformerNipponUniversityProfessorHATAkuhiko,
publishedapamphletonMarch17entitled"RequestingCorrectionofFactualErrorsin
McGraw-HillTextbookM,whichidentifiesthemanyfactualerrorsinthetextbook's
passagesconcemlngCOmfortwomen,Thepassagesinquestionoccupyonlytwo
paragraphsandatotalof26lines,butProfessorHataandhiscolleaguesfoundeight
factualerrorsinthem.TheydescribedthoseerrorsatapressconferenceheldattheFCCJ
仔oreignCorrespondents'ClubofJapan)ontheaRemoonofMarch17･Many
representativesoftheforeignnewsmedia,includingtheWashingtonPost,attendedand
reportedon血eevent.

Then,onMay5,tile…OpenLetterinSupportofHistoriansinJapanHcametoour
attention.Thisstatement,signedby187Am eriCanscholars(mostofthemspecialistsin

Japanesestudies),urgesPrimeMinisterABEShinzoto"actboldly"toremedyerroneous
histoncalpercept10nS.Itislikelythatthestatementwaspreparedwlthaneyetothe
speechMr.AbewasscheduledtodeliverinAugust(theactualdate,August14,was
determinedbyCabinetdecision)inconnectionwiththe70thanniversalyOftheendof
WorldWarIl.ByMay19thetotalnumberofsignatureshadrisenby270,foratotalof
about460.



Mostdisappointlngly,McGraw-HillEducationrefusedarequestforaninterview丘om
theSankeiShimbunonMay14.Inawrittenresponse,thecompanystatedthatitwould
notmakeanycorrectionswhatsoever,regardlessofthecircumstances,toitshistory
textbooksasreportedintheSankeiShimbun,May16edition1

0nAugust6theJapaneseresponsetothe"OpenLetterinSupportofHistoriansin
Japan"waspresentedattheFCCJ･Entitled"JapaneseScholars'ResponsetoStatement
onComfortWomenIssuedbyAm eriCanScholars,"itwassignedby110Japanese
scholars.

However,sincenoJapaneseresponseto"StandingwithHistoriansofJapan"inthe
begimmgofMarchhasappeared,wehavedecidedtoprepareandpublicizeourrebuttal
withsignaturesbymanyJapanesescholars･



tAttachment,1I.Am ericannstorlCalAs80Ciation(A王IA),Pel･SPeCtl'vesOLZEl'sto}Y,March

2015
'20AmericanHistorians'Statement'

StandingwithHistoriansofJapan

As historians,weexpl･eSSOlユrdismayatrecentattemptsbytheJapanesegovemment

tosuppressStatementsinhistorlytextbooksbothinJapanand･elsewherleaboutthe

euphemisticanynamed"comfortwomen"whosufFeredunderabrutalsystemofsexual

exploitationinthesellViceoftheJapaneseimperialallmydmingWol･ld･WarⅡ･

HistorianscontinlユetOdebatewhetherthenumbersOfwomenexploitedwelleinthe

tensofthousand.sorthehundredsofthousandsandwhatplleCiserolethemilitallyPlayed

intheirprocullement.Yetthecarefu1ごeSearChofhistorianYoshimi YoshiakiinJapanese

governmentarchivesandthetestimonialsofs111･VivollSthLIOughOutAsiahaveLlendered

beyonddisputetheessential featuresofasystemthatam01ユntedtostate-sponsored

sexualsュa.velly.Manyofthewomenwereconscriptedagainsttheirwinandtakento

sta.tionsatthe五･Ontwheretheyhadnofreedomofmovement,Survivorshavedescribed

beingllaPedbyofacexISandI)eatenforattemptingtoescape.

AspartofitsefGorttopromotepatrioticeducation,thepresentadministrationof

PrlimeMinisterShinzoAbeisvocallyquestionlngtheestablishedhistoryofthecomfort

womenandseekingtoeliminatereferencestothem inschooltext,books.Some

conseごVativeJapanesepoliticianshavedeployedlegalisticaTgllmentsinordertodeny

statelleSpOnSibilities,whileothezIShaveslander.edthesurvivollS.Rightwingextremists

threatenandintimidatejournalistsandscholaltSinvolvedindoclユmentingthesystemand

thestoltiesofitsvictinB,

WeZ'ecognizethattheJapanesegovellnmentisnotalonelnSeekingtonallratehistory

inits0Wninterest,IntheUnitedStates,BtateandlocalboardsofechcationhaveBought

torewriteschooltextbool【stoobsclllteaccountsOfAA.icanAm ericanslaveryorto

eliminate"unpahliotic"refellencestotheVietnamWar,foilexample.In201もRussia

passedalaw criminali乞ingdissemination ofwhatthegovernmentdeemsfalse

informationaboutSovietactivitiesdlユ1･ingWorldWarII.Thisyeal･S,OnthelOOth

anniversaryoftheArmeniangenocide,anlLtldshcitizencanbesenttojailforasserting

thatthegovernmentbearsresponsibility･TheJapanesegovernment,however,1Snow

diLleCtIytargetingthewollkofhistol･iansbothathomeandabroad..

OnNovember7,2014,Japan'8ForeignMinish･yinshlucteditsNewYorkConsulate

GeneraltoaskMcGraw-HillpublisherstoconleCtthedepictionofthecomfolltwomenin

itswoLlldhistorytextbook 71･adI'tlonsandEncountel･S.･AGlobElIPel,SPeCtl･T,eOn紘ePast,



coauthoredbyhistoriansflerbertZieglerand.JellryBentley.

OnJanuar.y15,2015,theWallStl･eetJoul･lZalrepo止edameetingthattookplacelast

Decemberbetween Japanese diplomats and McGrawIHillrepresentatives.The

publishellre且lSedtheJapanesegovernment'srequesもforellaSureOftwopal･agl･aPhs,

statingthatscholallShadestablishedthehistoricalfactsaboutthecomfo}.twomen.

OnJalltlary29,2015,theNewYol･hTJ'mesfurtheri.ePOrtedthatPz･imeMinisteI･

directlytargetedthetextbookdul･ingaparliamental,ySeSSion】statingthathe'rwas

shocked■-toleallnthathisgoveL･nmenthadr'fhiledtoconleCtthethingslit]Shouldhave.F'

WeSuPpOrもthepublisherand.agreewithauthollHerbel･tZieglerthatnogovernment

shouldhavetherighttocensorhistol.Y.WestandwiththemanyhistoriansinJapanand

elsewherewhohavewol･kedtobringtolightthefactsaboutthisandotheratrocitiesof

WorldWa樺.
Wepz･acticeandproducehistorytolearnA･omthepast.Wethereforeopposethe

effortsofstatesO1.8PeCialintelleStStOPlteSSul･ePlユblishersorhistorianstOaltexlthe

1.e81ユltsoftheirl･eSearChforpo止ticalpu一pOSeS.

Jel･emJ,Adelman

WJelaBJ'CobL?

AleKl'sDudden

Sabl'neFl･LThstuch

Cal･01Ciluck

SheldauGaroD

MullrHealer

Mhll'aRZEbgsberg

PTlncetoDUDl'vellSl'ty

UnlvellSItyofCoLZ7DeCtlcui

ULZl'vel･BItyofCoBDeCtlcui

UBl'vel･SItyofCM omla,SaLZtHBal･baj･a

ColuBZbl'aUm'vel,SE'ty

PTitlCetOB Unlvel･SIty

Unl've1161-lyofCon_E3eCtlJcui

UDL'versl'twafColorado

NyrolayKoposov aeol･glBhstltuteofTecbnoloEY

Petel.KuzBkh Amel･1caDUDl'vanslty

Patl･1'cMaLZLZmg UDl'vel･Sl'{yofPl'ttsbzll.gb

Devl'BPeBdas BostonCoHege

MallhSelden ComellUL.)'ve).Slty
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StefanTanaha UDllvBl･61'tyofCaliTol･m'aノSallDlego

JuJI'aAde-heyThmas NotTeDameULZl'vel･Blty

JeitZ･eyWBSSel,Sil･OLZZZ Um'veESltyofCalLTomJ･8,71･vz･ne

7恐eodo).eJunToo UDj'vel･81'tvofHaWaill

Hel･bel･tZjeg:lei. UDl-vel･SltyofHawali'

Edl-tol･13Note:Th'sLetterolllglDatedhamaLu･11lul･malmeetlng･AeldattlleAE4AB_Dual

MeetlLZgOne722BualY2,2015血NewYollkCz･tw



Attachment,2:McGraw-HillTextbook

J.H.BentleyandHerbeltF･Ziegler;TraditT'ons& Encounters:A Global
perspectiveonthePast,McGrawJlill,2011,5th･edition,p･853･

ComfortWoTYlenWom en'sexperienceLSinwarwel･enot

alwaysennoblingofenlPOWel･ing.TheJapanesearmyforc-

iblyrecruited,conscripted,anddragoonedasmanyastwo

hundredthousalldwomenagefourteentotwentytosel･V-e

inrllilitarybLOthels,Calledr'comforthouses''or;'consolation
centers.ガThearJnyPresentedthew-omentothetroopsaS

agif[from theemperor,andthewomencanlefromJapa-

netqecoloniessuchasKorea了拙wa_Tl..andManclluriaand
打｡m OCCLlpiedterrj旺汀iesinthePhilippinesandelsewhere

insotltheaBtAsi乱Them勾orityofthewomencamefrom
瓦oreaa.ndChina.

OncefofCediiltOthisiinPerialprostitlttionservice,the

dcQmfo止women'7cateredtobetweentwentyandthil･tymen

eachday.Stationedinwar21OrleS,thewolllenOftenConfronted

thesamerisksassoldie時 andrna叩 becalneCasualtiesof
war.Otherswereki止edbyJapa且eseSoldiers,especiallyif

theytriedtoescapeOfCOntraCLedvenerealdiseases.Att土1e

endofthewar,soldiersmassaLlredlargenumbersofcomfort

womentocol′eruPtheoperation,TIleimpenlSbehindtileV
establishmentofComforthousesforJapanese501dierscame

fromthehorloi･SOfNanjing,-herethemassrapeofchinese

wonlenhadtakerlPlace･IntryiTlgtOavoidsuchatrocities,

theJapanesea轡 TICl'eatedallOtllerhot.royOfwa工Comibrt
wo工nerlWhosurvivedthe耶areXpel･ienceddeepsha血 eand

mdtheirpastoffaceds･hunnillgbァtheirfamiI主eS･TlleY

foundlitdecofIlfortorpeaceafterthewar.



Attachment3

ReqlleStingCorrectionofFactualErrorsinMcGl･aW 一文illTextbook

Mal･Ch17,2015

By19JapaneseHistorians

PREFACE

OnFebruaryll,2015,SankeiNewspapel･1･ePOlledthatlastNovemberandDecember,

theMinistryofForeignAffairsofJapan ("MOFA")requestedtoMcGraw-Hilland

Prof.ZieglerofUniversityofHawaiiwhoistheauthorofanarticlerelatingtocomfort

womenintheworldhistorytextbookfol･Am ericanhighschoolspublishedby

McGraw-Hill,tocol･1･eCtinaccurateexpressionsinthebook.TheDailyToa(Korea)
andtheWashingtonPostalsol･ePOrtedthesimilarwrite-uponFebruary7thand

Febluary1Otlll･eSPeCtivelyintheirnewspapersL

A飴ranannualgeneralmeetingoftheAm ericanHistoricalAssociationtookplaceon

JanualY2nd,19historiansledbyProf･AlexisDuddenoftheUnivel.SltyOfConnecticut

InadeaJolntStatementtOProtectthepublishel.andtheauthorfll0m"censorship"bythe

Japanesegovernment,andthestatement,entitledas"StandingwithHistoriansofJapan"

representedbyProf.YoshimiYoshiakl,waspublishedinthemodhlyjoumalof

perspect''vesonHzlsto'yissuedonMarch2nd.(RefertoAttachment1)

Whilewewerenotinfomedofthecontentofthel･equeStmadebytheMOFA,we

studiedthearticleon"ComfortWomen"inpage8530fVersionFiveMcGraw-Hill

textbook,TraditionsandEncounters,andwefoundmanylnaPPl･OPriateexpressions.

Amongotherthings,byfocusingonthefollowingeightpoints丘om(1)to(8)which

werefactualerrors,weadviseMcGraw-Hilltocon.ectthemspontaneously.

TEXT

ThearticlerelatingtoComfortWomeninthetextbookpublishedbyMcGraw-Hill

andthebookreferencearequotedbelow.Thepoints(1)to(8)areunderlinedas

inacctlrateexpressionsinthequotedarticle,

J･H･BentleyandHerbertF･Ziegler,Traditions&Encounters:AGlobalPerspective

onthePast,McGraw-Hill,2011,p.853,



ComfortWomen Womenlsexperiencesinwarwerenotalwaysennoblingor

empowering.TheJapanesearmy(1)forciblyrecruited.conscripted.anddragooned(2)

asmanyastwohundredthousandwomen(3)a巨efourteentotwentytoservein

militarybrothels,called"comforthouses'■or"consolationcenters日,Theamly

presentedthewomentothetroops(4)aaBbftfromtheemperor,andthewomencame

斤omJapanesecoloniessuchasKorea,Taiwan,andManchuriaand丘omoccupied

territoriesinthePhilippinesandelsewhereinsutheastAsia.The(5)些紳 ofthe
womencamefl･OmKol･eaandChina.

Onceforcedintothisimperialprostitutionservice,the"comfortwomen"catered

to(6)betweentwentvandthirtymeneachdavJStationedinwarzones,thewomen

o氏encon舟onted(7)thesamerisksassoldiers,andmanybecamecasualtiesofwar.

Othersw守rekiuedbyJapanesesoldiers,especiaHyiftheytriedtoescapeorcontracted
venerealdiseases.Attheendofthewar,soldiers(8)massacredlargenumbersof

cornfortwomentocoveruptheoperation.Theimpetusbehindtheestablishmentof

00mforthousesforJapanesesoldierscame舟omthehorrorsofNanjhlg,Wherethe

massrapeofChinesewomenhadtakenplace.hl廿yingtoavoidsuchatrocities,the

Japanesearmycreatedanotherhorrorofwar.Comfortwomenwhosurvivedthewar

experienceddeepshameandhidtheirpastorfacedshunningbytheirfamilies.They

fotmdlittlecomfortorpeacea洗erthewar.

COMMENT

(1)for･ciblvrecruited.conscriT)ted:Thegroupof19historiansmadeastatement

whereonlytherealnameofYoshimiYoshiakiwasquoted.Hewroteinhisbook,
"CasesofwomenbeingdeceivedandledoffaremlChmorecommonamongthose

roundedupinKorea".(Yoshimi Yoshiaki,ComfortWomen,p.103,Columbia

UniversityP1℃SS,2000)

Yoshimi saidinadiscussionbroadcastonTVinJapanthattherewasnoevidenceof

forcedrecruitmentsinKorea.Wh encomfortwomenwererecruitedintheKorean

Peninsula,manypeopleinvolvedinrecruitmgwereKoreans,andtherelationsbetween

thosewhowereinvolvedcanbeexplainedinthefollowingdiagram.

]apaneseLocalTroop

lー colttPL7C1 - r J

Parent → Broker → B10thelOwrlerOrPimp ー -→ ComfortStation

(Korean) (Korean) (KoreanandJapanese) coJltraCt l

J 7

Daughter

Soldiel･

(JapaneseandKoreall)



(2)asmanyastwohundredthousanqwome-1: ThisRgureistoolarge･Hata

Ibhikoestimatesittobearound20,000asisshownin(5)below.Yoshimi wrote"at

leastaround50,000"(Rekishi-gakukenbnLu,No･849,2008,pA).Alsorefertothe

commenton(6)

(3)agefourteentotwenty:Accordingtotheresearchcardsof20comfbrtwomen

(llJapanese,6Koreans,3Taiwanese)whowerecapttTredbytheUSForcesinthe

PhiuppiruBSin1945,19personswereover20yearsold･(USNationalArchives,RG

389-PMG)Theword"twenty",therefore,shouldbecorrectedto"twenties".

(4)榊 Thisistooimpohteexpressionforaschool

textbook,vAichdefamesthenationalhead.

(5)majorityofthcpopeW : hHata'sestimation,the

totalnumberofcomfortwomenwasaround20,000hv血ichJapaneseamountedto

around8,000astheshglelal%eStnumber,fouowedbyKoreansamountingtDaround

4,000halftheJapanese.Chineseandothersamountedtoaround8,000･

(6)betweentwentyandthirtvmeneachdav:Thenumbersh2)and6)aregreatly

inflated,therebyse路contradicting.げ(2)as紳 n

hadcateredto(6)州 Japanesesoldierrscould

havehadsexualirlterCOurSeSwiththem4mimonto6mimontimesaday.Themlmber

ofJapaneseanymenabroadwasaroundlmiuionin 1943.Accordingtothe

textbook,allofthemcouldhave'visitedthecomfortstations4to6timesaday,
meaningtheyhadneitherenough timetobeengagedinCombatnorfordailylife
activities.

(7)/thesamerisksassQldi9rS: Comfortwomenandnursesworkedinrearand

relativelysafeplaceswhichweredistant舟omthe允ontlinesITheJapaneseArmy

couldnotaffordtoauocatesoldierstoguardcomfortwomeninthe丘ontlines.

(8)massacredlargenumbersofcomfortwomen:Lsthereevidencetoprovethatit

h叩Pened?汀themassacresofcomfortwomenhadoccurred,theTokyoTribunalsor

BCclasstrialscouldhavearguedsuchanincident･However,也ereisnorecord.

Withoutevidenceofwhat,dlereandwhenonsuchstatement,anytextbookshouldnot

writeit.Hataestimatedthatthedeathrateofcomfortwomenwasalmostsameasthe

oneofthenu柑eS(26295person)oftheJapaneseRedCrossSociety.(ConqortWomen

aA BattleZoneSex,pl406,Shincho-sha,1999)
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