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Sugihara Seishiro was born in Hiroshima prefecture in 1941. He graduated from the
University of Tokyo, and later taught at Josai University and Musashino University. He has
published extensively in the fields of Japanese educational philosophy and comparative
education, and also modern diplomatic history, in particular prewar relations between Japan
and the United States, and the Allied occupation of Japan.

Sugihara has vigorously pursued the question of war responsibility. He has examined at
length the role of key prewar and wartime policy-makers—from Japan’s Foreign Ministry
to the Roosevelt administration—with an overriding conviction that the tragic war in the
Pacific was entirely avoidable. Ultimately, his concern has been for the repercussions of
these failed and ill-considered policies, and their continued damaging legacy for
contemporary Japanese society.

Foreign views on the lamentable Japan-U.S. war, and the tragic outbreak of that war, have
been consistently rendered into Japanese for distribution and discussion within Japan.
Sadly, the reverse has not been true, that is, Japanese views on those tragic events are
seldom translated and promulgated outside Japan. Sugihara has worked hard to address this
deficiency and provides a platform for the dissemination of Japanese views outside of Japan.
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