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Section 3 - The founding of the Ritsurvo State

Topic 11 - Prince Shotoka's political revolution

T smaR 3
Under what circumstances did Prince Shotoku implement his new style of politics? ‘d_a:'j'_*ﬁ _;! gﬂgmm

The unification of Chinn under the Sui dynasty MOPER—ERP T 4"-:ﬂ*
At the end of the sixth century, o momentous development took place in continental Asia. In 389,

the Sui united all of China for the first time in about three hundred years. The emergence of the Sui ?
dynasty, which had a powerful military presence, was a serious threat 1o the nations of East Asin, ol (W
The Korean nutions of Sills, Koguryo, and Packehe paid tribute 10 and accepled titles from the Sui. =

|5

Japan, too, was under pressure over how to respond to the rise of Sui China,

Hlokd

The appearance of Prince Shotoku

The person who led Japan ot this crossroads in its history was young Prince Shotoku (Prince

Umayado). Prince Shotoku was born inlo fhe Imperial Family of Japan. His reputation f’ur £

intellectual brilliance was such that it inspired a legend that he could listen 1o and pass judgment p @

on ten legal complaints brought before him simulianeously. When Suiko. Japan's first empress. ‘un

assumed the throne in 593, Shotoku was appointed regent' at the young age of twenty in order 1o | ﬁb!.\_ﬂiﬂ_

assist her. EEEFOHLLEAEN g
30 s

#1=A regent, or sesvho in Japancse, exercised political power in the place of the Emperor., In op

Inter periods of history, regents were only appointed when the Emperor had not yet renched . BRATLRAORE fe. IR RO
E

the age of majority, VN I o
In 600, Shotoku dispatched envoys to Sui Chinn. This was the first time in 120 years that Japan

conducted diplomacy with a Chinese dynasty. Shotoku learned from his envoys just how powerful
the Sui dynasty was. He realized that in order to grow as an independent nation, Japan would need

| mExFoRw

1 EVS BOiReae

to ndopt mainland Asia’s ndvanced technology and political structures. L MO LT

LTiE, 20lOBFET

sENTY
e R
AR UL

Topic 11 Recap Challenge! — Explain Shotoku's rew style of polities using the following three

terms: Sui dynasty, capable men, constitution. K fE, IR GRANED
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