
OPENLETTER

ProfessorDavidKaye

UniversityofCalifornia,Irvine

Re:YourpreliminaryreportonfreedomofspeechinJapan

DearProfessorXaye,

MynameisEitaroOgawa,SecretaryGeneralofacivilgroupcanedViewersand

ListenersforLegalComplianceinBroadcastingbasedinTokyoJapan.Iwasintrigued

byyourpreliminaryreporton"therighttofreedomofopinionandexpressionyouissued
))

on19Apri12016.1tpromptedmetowritethisopenlettertoyou.

Youdecisivelywarnedthatmediafreedom inJapanisingreatdangerduetothe

oppressionappliedbythegovernment.Yourreportcoincidedwithamediafreedom

rankingreleasedbyanNGOcalledReporterswithoutBorderswhichrankedJapanat

72th signi丘cantlyslippeddownfrompreviousyears,

Ifoundthatyourreportwasbasedonintangibleevidencethatwerepredominantly

hearsay. Accordinglyitcontainedlittlesubstanceasopposedtoyoursensational

accusation.So,Idecidedtoissueastatementregardingyourreportattachedtothis

letter.

Firstofan,itappearsthatyouwereconvincedthrough yoursevendayInvestigations

thatseveralfamousTVreporterswhowerearticulatetowardsthegovernmentwere

eitherdemotedorretrenchedbythegovernmentalpressure.Ⅰtisnotdifficulttoassume

towhomyouwerereferringbutallofthempubliclydeniedreceivlnganyPreSSurefrom

anybodyletalonethegovernment.OnlyMrShigeakiKogawhomyouquotedinyour

reportinsistedthatheconstantlyreceivedpoliticalpressurefromAbecabinetbuthe

failedtodescribeanyspecificincidents.Thisisratherembarrassing.Butthosepeople

weretheonesmostexcitedaboutyourreportandusedyourreporttoconvincethe

generalpublicthatfreedom ofspeechinJapanwasinperil.Idiscoveredastrange

circleofpeopleuslngeachothertospreadafalseaccusationbyinvolvingyou. I

summarizeditinacharttonotifythegeneralpublicwhatisgoingon.

Youalsoexpressedsigni丘cantconcernoverTheSpeciallyDesignatedSecretsAct.It

seemsthatyouwerebasicallycopyingMsSanaeFujita'sassertion.Youweremerely
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pointingoutsomepotentialissueswithoutanytangibleevidenceofrestrictionsand/or

dangersjournalistsactually払ced. Recentlymythoughtwasconfirmedbythe

JapaneseSupremeCourtwhichrejectedthesimilarclaimlodgedbyagrouplnCluding

somefreelancejournalistsastheclaimwasonlybasedonabstractassumptionswithout

tangibleevidence.

Ⅵ)uaccusedthegovernmentofhidingthehistoricalcrimecommittedbythethen

governmentfromthegeneralpublicbyremovlngthedescriptionofsocalledcomfort

womanfromtextbooks.TheJapanesegovernmentrendereditssympathyinfullestto

formercomfortwomenanddideverythingtosettlethemattertomoveonbutitofacially

deniedtheaccusationoforganizedabductionandenslavement.Thecomfortwoman

myth stemsfromimaglnaryStoriesfabricatedbyaconmancalledSeijiYoshidaand

Asab.iNewspaperwhichspreadhisstorieswithoutanyexamination.Asahialready

admitteditandpubliclyapologized.Wh atyouaredoingisnomorethaninterferenceon

thedomesticaffairsofothernation.

Onthisparticulartopicyoushouldbemoreworriedaboutthegrossinfringementof

academicfreedominSouthKorea.ProfessorParkYuhahasbeenindictedoncharges

ofwritingabooknotfavorlngthegovernment'sview. Theprosecutorisdemanding

threeyears'imprlSOnment.ThisisabsolutelyInsane.ProfessorParkYuha'sbookisa

pureacademicworkbasedonfactswithnoelementofcrimes.Thegovernmentisthe

onecommittingaseriouscrimeagainstacademicfreedom.RankingJapanbelowSouth

KoreaseverelyunderminesthecredibilityofReportersWithoutBoarders'reportaswell

asyourreport.YoushouldhavenotimetowasteyourtimeinJapan.

Overallyourreportseemsamererepetitionofwhatotherpeopleclaimcarryinglittle

substance.Ithasbeenonlyconvenientlyusedbythosepeoplewhotoldyouthatthey

wereundergovernmentalthreatsandthensuccessivelydeniedit. Thiseffectively

makesyourreportlooklikeananti-governmentpropagandatool.Itistruethatthe

mainmissionofjournalismistowatchauthoritiesandcriticizethemwhennecessary.

Yetyourreportfailedtoachievethepurposeasitwasnomorethanacollaborationof

peoplewhowantedtouseyourauthoritytoaccusethegovernmentastheywerelacking

con丘denceandpro丘ciencylnattackingthegovernmentontheirown. Istrongly

recommendyoumoveyourfocustoothercountriesthatneedyourhelpmuchmorethan

Japandoes.
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iwasgoingtoaskyoualistofquestionsbutIseenonecessityfornow.Myquestions

winbeonholduntilyoureleaseyour丘nalreportalthoughInolongerthinkyouneedto

doso.

Pleasenotethatthisopenletterwillbepostedonourwebsite.httD:mlOuSOuhou.com/

挙 り釦 坤
SecretaryGeneral

ViewersandListenersforLegalComplianceinBroadcasting

4FYamatoyaDainiBuilding

1-5-3HirakawaCho,ChiyodaKu,Tbkyo

Japan102-0093
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